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IN THE LANDSCAPE:IN THE LANDSCAPE:

Weed Cont rol I n LandscapeWeed Cont rol I n Landscape
BedsBeds
Controlling weeds in sensit ive landscape beds
is easier when the bed is well prepared and the
planting is well planned. Weed management in
landscape plantings is a complex task. Thus, the
integration of multiple strategies is necessary
to keep weeds from detracting from the
beauty and quality of a landscape.
DES IGN FOR CONTROL.DES IGN FOR CONTROL. The ideal landscape
according to a weed scientist might not win
any awards for diversity, but grouping similar
plant material together allows for more weed
control options in the beds. Herbaceous plants,
especially annual flowers, are more sensit ive to
herbicides than ornamental shrubs or trees. In
such flower beds, mulching and hand pulling of
weeds are often the only weed control options.
More herbicides are registered for use around
woody ornamentals, which also help shade out
weeds that might otherwise germinate.
Certainly, a rich variety of plant types and
colors in a landscape is desirable and
attractive, but you should at least consider the
requirements for maintaining the landscape
over time.
ON THE S ITE.ON THE S ITE.  Before establishing a planting,
evaluate the site for soil type and slope and

IN THE LAWN:IN THE LAWN:

“Dandelions are just  fr iendly“Dandelions are just  fr iendly
lit t le weeds who only want  t olit t le weeds who only want  t o

be lov ed like flowers.” be loved like flowers.” 
― Heat her Babcock― Heat her Babcock

A sure sign of spring is dandelions in bloom. This
ubiquitous yellow flower seems to spring up
overnight to create a cheerful floral display
followed by billowy seed heads floating on long
stalks above the ground. The word “dandelion”
means “lion’s tooth,” probably a reference to
its jagged leaves. Even though it’s originally
from Europe, I rather like this tongue-in-cheek
description of it’s origin: “The dandelion has no
origin; rather, its seeds came into existence at
the Big Bang and dispersed through all the
dimensions of spacetime, like background
radiation and logic.”
Dandelions are generally only a problem in
lawns that are not growing v igorously enough
to out-compete the weeds. The first step in
dandelion control is to create a thick, healthy
lawn that will prevent dandelions (and other
weeds) from getting started in the first place.
Perhaps the lawn needs more fertilizer, or the
soil is too compacted, or the grass has not
been mowed at the proper height.
Dandelions are more of a problem in lawns that
are not growing v igorously enough to



identify existing weeds so suitable plant
material, mulching and herbicide use can be
selected. Control existing weeds with a
nonselective herbicide before the beds are
established..
MULCH.MULCH. Mulches limit light and physically
block seedling growth. Because mulches rarely
prov ide complete weed control,
preemergence herbicides can be applied to
improve the level of control. Perennial weeds
often have sufficient root reserves to
penetrate even thick mulch layers. Even
annual weeds can grow through mulches or
germinate on top of a mulch as it decomposes.
Weeds with wind-borne seeds such as
dandelions are most likely to establish in the
mulch.
THE HERBICIDE OPTION.THE HERBICIDE OPTION. Some factors to
consider before selecting an herbicide are:

1. What weeds are present and what
weeds are expected to emerge? .

2. What ornamental species are present in
the planting? Be sure the herbicide is
registered for use on these species.

3. How close are susceptible ornamentals
and turf, and what is the risk that they
will be injured by the herbicide?

4. What is the potential for residual effects
of the herbicide on subsequent
plantings, especially those containing
annual flowers?

5. What precautions need to be taken to
protect the applicator and property
owners?

6. What method will be used to apply the
herbicide (granular or spray
formulation)?

Most granular herbicides work best when
applied underneath the mulch layer. Such
placement is possible only if the herbicide is
applied before the mulch is installed or if
additional mulch is spread after herbicide
application. Post emergence herbicides
generally prov ide minimal residual weed
control — they are either inactivated by
binding to soil particles or rapidly degraded by
soil microorganisms.
Roundup Pro™ (glyphosate) is a nonselective
herbicide which must only be applied as
directed or spot treatments in which
ornamentals and turf are not contacted. Being
a slower acting herbicide, it is readily
translocated to roots and growing points of
plants, whereby it kills both annual and
perennial weeds.
Several postemergence grass herbicides are
registered for use in landscapes. The
postemergence grass herbicides can be safely

outcompete the weeds.
If there are only a few dandelions in an area,
mechanical control may be the best option.
Use a digging stick or other garden tool that
can be inserted into the ground along the
dandelion root to pop the dandelion and at
least 2-3” of its root out of the ground. Plants
will regenerate from root pieces, particularly
from the top half of the root, so try to pull as
much of the root out of the ground as possible.
If you mow dandelions, they’ll grow shorter
stalks to spite you.
Dandelions are, quite possibly, t he mostt he most
success ful  plant ssuccess ful  plant s  that exist, masters of
surv ival worldwide.

Dandelion CookiesDandelion Cookies
Ingredient sIngredient s
·        1/2 cup oil
·        1/2 cup honey
·        2 eggs
·        1 teaspoon vanilla
·        1 cup unbleached flour
·        1 cup dry oatmeal
·        1/2 cup dandelion flowers
Ins t ruct ionsIns t ruct ions
1. Preheat oven to 375°F.
2. Blend oil and honey and beat in the two eggs
and vanilla.
3. Stir in flour, oatmeal and dandelion flowers. 
4. Drop the batter by teaspoonfuls onto a
lightly oiled cookie sheet and bake for 10-15
minutes.

To Prepare Dandel ion F lowers  for  Use inTo Prepare Dandel ion F lowers  for  Use in
Recipes :Recipes :
1. Wash them thoroughly.
2. Measure the required quantity of intact
flowers into a measuring cup.
3. Hold flowers by the tip with the fingers of one
hand and pinch the green flower base very
hard with the other, releasing the yellow florets
from their attachment. Shake the yellow
flowers into a bowl. Flowers are now ready to
be incorporated into recipes.



sprayed over the top of most woody and
herbaceous plants (except ornamental
grasses), but check the label carefully for any
precautions about susceptible species.

TIDBITS of THIS 'NTIDBITS of THIS 'N
THAT:THAT:

EARTH DAY: APRIL  22EARTH DAY: APRIL  22 ndnd

What is its Importance?
1. To promote understanding

of important env ironmental issues so
that more people are aware of the
crit ical actions we need to take to
protect our env ironment.

2. To commit yourself to serv ice on or
around Ear t h DayEart h Day — plant some trees,
clean up a stream or help your local
community garden.

The oak - America's national tree -
begins to produce acorns 20-50 years
after germination.

A ladybug may eat as many as 5,000
aphids during its lifetime - which is
approximately 1 year. Thus meaning that
the number of dots on its back does not
represent its age (a common myth).

TURF APPLICATIONS:TURF APPLICATIONS:

Believe it or not, Spring has sprung and we
have been starting our turf applications and
spring clean-ups. 26.7% of our Round 1
applications have been completed! If your
Round 1 app. has been completed, there is no
reason to be alarmed about the snow that we
are currently receiv ing! It will actually aid in the
release/breakdown of the granules as the light
snow melts and is absorbed into the soil below.
Be aware - our crews have been reporting
snow mold cases and are seeing a lot of vole
damage out there on properties. If you have
any questions regarding these issues, please
call the office to see how we can help you!
We will be starting on spring aerations and slit-
seeding when the weather and yards dry up a
bit. Please make sure that you let us know if you
have underground dog fence or irrigation lines
that we need to be aware of with this serv ice.
Let  t he S pr ing Green-up Begin!Let  t he S pr ing Green-up Begin!

DEAR LANDSCAPE COACH...DEAR LANDSCAPE COACH...
Q: MOST COMMON QUESTION ASKED! I have an area that is 15' x 20'. How much mulch do I need?
A: When they tell you to pay attention in math class and you said in your head "When will I ever use
this?" This is one of those "I told you so" math teacher moments...
One cubic yard of material is 27 cubic feet. To figure out coverage you will need, multiply length x



width x height (L x W x H). For example, if you are going to be installing composted topsoil into a
new garden that is 15 feet by 20 feet and you want it installed at 3” thick you will take 15 x 20 x .25
(3 div ided by 12 translates inches into feet) which equals 75 cubic feet. Then you would div ide 75
cubic feet by 27 cubic feet per cubic yard to get 2.77 cubic yards. Therefore, to install 3” of
composted soil to a 15’ by 20’ garden you would need 2.77 cubic yards.
For easier mathematics, you can use these “magic numbers”. “Magic numbers” are nothing more
than mathematical shortcuts that make calculations faster and easier. Figure out the square
footage of an area the same way by multiplying the length by width. Then div ide the square
footage by the appropriate “magic number” listed below.
3” of depth = 108 2” of depth = 162 1” of depth = 324
Following our example for the above 15’ by 20’ garden, 300 square feet is div ided by the “magic
number” 108 for 3” of composted soil giv ing us the same 2.77 cubic yards. If we wanted to change
our depth of soil to 2” instead of 3”, we could then take 300 square feet and div ide it by 162 and
giv ing us 1.85 cubic yards. And there you have it my friends. Feel free to reach out to one of your
past math teachers and say "Thank you!"

Get to Know Us - Featured Employee:Get to Know Us - Featured Employee:

Joe Fryman also known as:"Mow-Joe"
Turf Management Foreman
Joe has over 40 years of experience in the Turf Management
field. He carries a Turfgrass Management degree from Penn
State University, a Parks and Recreation Administration &
Management B.S from UW-LaCrosse and has passed a 6 part
exam to be golf course operation certified and accredited.
With his experience and knowledge, he loves the opportunity to

prov ide both residential and commercial clients the very best. Quality of serv ice and attention to
detail are his main goals when working on a clients property and it never falls short of the
customers or Lowney's expectations. In Joe's free time, you can find him out on the golf course
playing a round or two, taking the boat out on Shawno Lake or spending time with his 4 wonderful
grandchildren.

Thank You for Choosing Lowney's!Thank You for Choosing Lowney's!


